LPS Datasets
The primary objective of the Large Pelagics Intercept Survey (LPIS) is to collect catch information from vessel trips on which large pelagic species were targeted or incidentally caught using rod and reel or handline gear. Sampling is conducted at fishing access sites in the mid-Atlantic and North Atlantic United States (Virginia through Maine) from June through October. Survey target populations are defined by Year, Month, State, and fishing Mode (Private or Charter).
The Large Pelagics Telephone Survey (LPTS) collects data used to estimate the total number of boat trips on which anglers fished with rod and reel or handline for large pelagic species. The LPTS collects effort information from a list frame of vessels with NMFS permits required to fish for either Atlantic tunas or, more generally, highly migratory species with rod and reel or handline. The sample target population is defined by Year, Sample Reporting Period, State, and fishing Mode (Private or Charter) with individual vessels being the primary sampling units.
LPS modes are limited to PRIVATE and CHARTER boat modes. PRIVATE mode includes vessels with either the Highly Migratory Species (HMS) Angling category permit or Atlantic Tunas General category permit. CHARTER mode includes vessels with the HMS Charter/Headboat category permit. Vessels targeting large pelagic species without an HMS permit are also included in the LPIS.
Each LPS_YYYY.zip file from 2011-2015 contains monthly (June-October) LPTS and LPIS datasets. Each year zip file includes monthly LPIS catch, main and size files; monthly LPTS file and a single All Estimates file. For 2002-2010, each zip file contains annual LPIS catch, main, and size files; an annual LPTS file and an All Estimates file.
I. LPIS Datasets

CATCH_YYYYMM.sas7bdat or CATCH_YYYYMM.csv
Catch level data and variables required for use in estimation. Each record contains catch totals by major catch types (kept, released alive, or discarded dead) in numbers.
MAIN_YYYYMM.sas7bdat or MAIN_YYYYMM.csv
Boat level data and variables required for use in estimation. Contains one record for each respondent interviewed.   
SIZE_YYYYMM.sas7bdat or SIZE_YYYYMM.csv
Fish level length and weight data and variables required for use in estimation. Contains one record per fish caught and measured or weighed by interviewer. 

Note: All data pre 2011 are not broken into monthly data sets. For example Catch_2010, Main_2010, and Size_2010 contain all catch data from June-November for 2010.

II. LPTS Dataset

LPTS_YYYYMMM.sas7bdat or LPTS_YYYYMMM.csv
The Large Pelagics Telephone Survey dataset is used for Private mode effort estimates. Variable “LPTRIPS” indicates the number of LPS trips reported.  A record is created for each trip profiled.  
Note: All data pre 2011 are not broken into monthly data sets. For example LPTS_2010, contains all effort data from June-November for 2010. The LPTS 2002 data set is not currently available for download due to formatting issues. It will be provided at a later date.
III. All Estimates Dataset

All_ests_YYYY.sas7bdat or All_ests_YYYY.csv
Catch and effort estimates by month, mode, region, and species. 
The Large Pelagic Survey is conducted only in Atlantic coast states from Virginia through Maine. To complement NOAA Fisheries HMS management, these states are divvied into two regions: Southern (Virginia through Southern New Jersey) and Northern (Northern New Jersey through Maine). New Jersey is divided along the border of Atlantic and Ocean counties. Due to the limited scale of recreational LPS fishing, several states are combined into two state groups: Maryland/Delaware, Connecticut/Rhode Island, and New Hampshire/Maine.

