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Commercial Fisheries - WHAT DOES THE TERM MEAN?

Commercial fisheries, in this report, refers to fishing operations that sell their catch for profit. It does not include saltwater anglers that fish for sport or subsistence fishermen. It also excludes the for-hire sector, which earns its revenue from selling recreational fishing trips to saltwater anglers. The commercial fisheries section reports on economic
impacts, landings revenue, landings, and ex-vessel prices of key species and species groups.

METRICS DEFINITIONS1
Economic Impacts

Landings Revenue

Landings

Ex-vessel Prices

The employment, personal income, and output
generated by the commercial harvest sector and other
major components of the U.S. seafood industry.
The poundage or number of fish unloaded by commercial fishermen or brought to shore.

The price that fishermen are paid for their catch.

The price received by a captain, at the point of
landing, for the catch.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What are fish caught
with in commercial
fishing?

What happens to seafood caught
by commercial fishermen?

Does the United States get
seafood from anywhere else?

Fish caught by commercial fishermen are

Not all fish are caught by U.S. com-

Fish can be caught using

first processed and packaged. Then they are

mercial fishermen. A large percent

a variety of gear, including

sold to various establishments for consump-

of the seafood the U.S. receives is

potts and traps, trawls and

tion, such as restaurants and supermarkets.

imported.

seines, gillnets, dredges,

They can also be used as animal food and

and hooks and lines.

for medical purposes (such as fish oil pills).

1

For full definitions, see the Glossary at the back of this publication.

Recreational Fisheries - WHAT DOES THE TERM MEAN?

Recreational fisheries, or recreational fishing, refer to fishing for pleasure rather than selling the fish for profit (i.e.,
commercial fishing) or for subsistence. The recreational fisheries section of Fisheries Economics of the U.S. reports
on angler trips, participation, expenditures and economic impacts, and catch of key species and species groups.
Only saltwater, or marine, recreational fishing is included in FEUS.

METRICS DEFINITIONS1
Economic Impacts and Expenditures
The employment, sales, and personal income
generated by expenditures on fishing trips and
fishing-related durable goods (i.e. equipment used
for recreational fishing).

Fishing Trips/ Effort

The number of fishing trips taken by recreational
fishermen (anglers).

Harvest and Release

Participation

The number of anglers who fish in a given state or
region. Anglers can be from in-state or out-of-state
and from a coastal county or non-coastal county.

The total number or fish either: 1) caught and kept
(harvested), or 2) caught and released, by
recreational anglers from an area over a period of time.
Total catch is the sum of the number of fish
harvested and released.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
How do anglers affect the fishing economy?
When anglers participate in fishing activities, they

What do anglers spend their
money on?

What do anglers do
with their catch?

support sales and employment in recreational

Durable goods, such as fishing

Some anglers catch fish

fishing and other types of businesses. Anglers buy

tackle and boat, vehicle, and second

to eat (i.e., harvest),

fishing equipment from bait and tackle shops, rent

home expenses. Trips, which can be

while others practice

or buy boats, or pay to have others take them on

taken in one of three modes: as for-

catch and release. In rec-

charter boats to fish. They may also pay for food

hire (charter or party boat), private

reational fishing, anglers

and drink at local restaurants, purchase gas for their

(or rental boat), and shore (fishing

do not sell the fish they

boat, and stay in hotels for overnight fishing trips.

from shore). Some examples of trip

catch for profit.

expenditures include fuel, bait, ice,
and charter or guide fees.

Marine Economy - WHAT DOES THE TERM MEAN?

The “Marine Economy,” in this report, refers to the economic activity generated by sectors of the economy that depend directly on oceans (or Great Lakes). We report on two industry sectors within the marine economy: 1) seafood
sales and processing; and 2) transport, support, and marine operations. Information such as the number of establishments, number of employees, and annual payroll for these fishing and marine-related industries is used to determine
their relative levels of economic activity in a state.

METRICS DEFINITIONS1
Seafood Sales and Processing

These sectors are a direct representation of the
Establishments, Employees, Sales and Payroll for seafood
processors, wholesalers, and retailers that buy fish from
commercial fishermen and distribute to consumers.

Transport, Support, and
Marine Operations

The various sectors that contribute to the
overall marine economy that may or may
not support the fishing economy.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Does the marine
economy include
commercial and
recreational
fisheries?

What marine economy sectors, featured
in the report, are related to commercial
and recreational fisheries?

Why does the report include
sectors that are independent
of the fishing economy?

The seafood product preparation & packaging

Information on sectors that are in-

and wholesale and retail seafood sales sectors

dependent of the fishing economy,

Yes, commercial and

are major parts of the commercial fishing in-

like freight transportation, provides

recreational fish-

dustry. The Marinas, Navigational Services, Port

context for how national and regional

eries contribute to

& Harbor operations, and Ship & Boat Building

economies are affected by the use of

the overall marine

sectors provide goods and services used in both

ocean resources.

economy.

commercial and recreational fisheries.

