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Management Context

The North Pacific region includes the State of Alaska only. 
Federal fisheries in this region are managed by the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC) and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service under one of five fishery 
management plans (FMPs). In addition, the NPFMC imple-
ments the catch limits for Pacific halibut, which are estab-
lished by the International Pacific Halibut Commission. 

North Pacific Fishery Management Plans 
1. Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) Groundfish  
2. Gulf of Alaska (GOA) Groundfish  
3. Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands King and Tanner Crabs 
4. Salmon Fisheries 
5. Scallop Fishery 

 

Limited access privilege programs or LAPPs are a form of 
market-based management. The North Pacific Region has 
seven LAPPs ‒ more than in any other region. These are 
the: 1) Western Alaska Community Development Quota 
(CDQ) program (first year: 1992); 2) Alaska halibut / 
sablefish individual fishing quota (IFQ) program (1995); 3) 
Pacific whiting cooperative (1997); 4) Bering Sea pollock 
cooperative (1998); 5) Alaska scallop cooperative (2001); 
6) Alaska crab rationalization program which includes both 
an IFQ and a fishing cooperative (2005); and 7) Central 
Gulf of Alaska rockfish pilot sector (2007). The ex-vessel 
values for these programs in 2007 were $68.0 million, 
$237.0 million, $21.8 million, $266.0 million, $1.0 million, 
$65.0 million, and $8.5 million, respectively.

Ecolabels are another form of market-based management, 
encouraging fishermen to adopt “green” harvest practices 
through higher market prices for sustainable seafood. 
The BSAI pollock, GOA pollock, Alaska salmon, and Pacific 
halibut fisheries, and components of the BSAI Pacific cod 
fishery have received ecolabel certification from the Marine 
Stewardship Council. Currently, only one stock managed by 
the NPFMC is listed as overfished: blue king crab (Pribilof 
Islands). No stocks in this region are currently subject to 
overfishing.  

Commercial Fisheries 

Alaska fishermen earned over $1.4 billion from their 
commercial harvest (5.4 billion pounds) in 2006.  Landings 
revenue were dominated by walleye pollock ($429 million), 
salmon ($277 million), Pacific halibut ($193 million), and 
Pacific cod ($185 million). Walleye pollock also accounted 
for more than 60% of total landings (3.4 billion pounds) 
and had an average price of $0.13 per pound. Overall, the 
commercial fishing industry generated over $3 billion in 
sales, $1.1 billion in income and 40,000 jobs.  

Key North Pacific Commercial Species 
 

Commercially-important species and species groups 
in the North Pacific include: Pacific cod, crab, 
flatfish, Pacific halibut, Pacific herring, Atka 
mackerel, walleye pollock, rockfish, sablefish, and 
salmon. 

 

 

 Economic Impacts

In 2006, commercial fisheries generated $3.0 billion in 
sales, $1.1 billion of income, and 40,000 jobs. Seafood 
processing and dealer operations resulted in instate sales 
of $1.7 billion for Alaskan businesses, about 58% of the 
total for the region, and over 14,000 jobs. The harvest 
sector alone generated approximately $936 million in 
additional sales and supported 18,992 jobs. 

Landings Revenue

Overall, ex-vessel revenue increased 21% from 1997-
2006; after adjusting for inflation, however, real ex-vessel 
revenues were relatively flat, increasing only 2%. Landings 
of finfish and other fishery products increased 13% during 
this period, with ex-vessel revenue increasing 30% (9.9% 
after adjusting for inflation).  In contrast, ex-vessel revenue 
of shellfish fell 30% (41% in real terms) in part due to the 
49% decrease in shellfish landings. Walleye pollock, Pacific 
halibut, and rockfish landings revenues increased 66%, 
75%, and 80% respectively, while crab landings revenue fell 
34% during this period.

Landings

Over the 10 year period, total landings averaged 5.1 billion 
pounds, ranging from a low of 4.5 billion pounds (2000) to 
a high of 5.7 billion pounds (2005). Also during this period, 

A lingcod in temperate Alaskan waters
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Alaska’s regionally important species or species groups 
averaged 5.0 billion pounds or 99% of total landings.

Walleye pollock contributes more to the Alaska’s total land-
ings than any other species or group, averaging 3.0 billion 
pounds or 60% of average total landings. Walleye pollock 
landings have steadily increased over the time period, as 
has their price per pound.

 Commercial Fish Facts 
 

Landings revenue 
- On average, the key species or species groups 

accounted for 98.8 % of the total revenue.  
- Five of the species had average annual ex-vessel 

revenue in excess of $130 million. 
- Salmon and walleye pollock accounted for ~ 48% of 

the average annual total landings revenue.  
- The largest annual decrease during the 10 year period 

was 51% for Atka mackerel (1997-1998); from 2000-
2001, prices jumped 122% for Atka mackerel, the 
largest annual increase during this period. 

 
Landings 
- On average, the key species or species groups 

accounted for 99.4% of the total landings.  
- Six of the top ten had average annual landings of 

>100 million pounds. 
- The average annual landings for salmon and walleye 

pollock were 660 million pounds and 3.0 billion 
pounds, respectively. Together they accounted for 
73% of the average annual landings of all key species 
combined.  

- Crab landings increased 86% from 1997-1998, the 
largest annual increase in the 10 year period, only to 
fall 75% from 1999-2000, the largest annual 
decrease. 

 
Prices 
- Crab at $2.05, sablefish at $2.03, and Pacific halibut 

at $1.86 had the highest average annual prices per 
pound. 

- Walleye pollock at $0.10, Atka mackerel at $0.11, and 
flatfish and Pacific herring at $0.14 per pound had the 
lowest average annual prices. 

- The largest annual increase in the 10 year period was 
97% for crab (1999-2000). The largest annual 
decrease was -43% for Atka mackerel (1997-1998). 

Prices

From 1997-2006, ex-vessel prices increased 93% for cod, 
72% for Pacific halibut, and 58% for rockfish. Adjusting for 
inflation, cod, Pacific halibut, and rockfish increased 64%, 
45%, and 33%, respectively. In contrast, ex-vessel prices for 
Pacific herring decreased 35% (45% in real terms, correct-
ed for inflation) and 16% for salmon (29% in real terms).   

Overall, 2006 ex-vessel price for most of the key species 
or species groups was above their corresponding average 
price for the time period. The only exceptions were for crab 

and Pacific herring: 2006 ex-vessel prices were 22% and 
34%, respectively, less than their average price. 

Recreational Fishing

In 2006, a total of approximately 317,000 resident and 
non-resident recreational anglers fished 941,000 days in 
Alaska. Expenditures throughout the region were $258 
million on recreational fishing trips and $242 million on 
durable fishing-related equipment. These expenditures 
contributed $563 million in total sales to the Alaskan 
economy, added 6,418 jobs, and generated $333 million in 
value-added impacts.

Key North Pacific Recreational Fishing Species 
 
The North Pacific’s recreationally-important species 
are: razor clams, greenlings (lingcod), halibut, 
rockfish, Chinook salmon, chum salmon, coho 
salmon, pink salmon, and sockeye salmon. 

 

  Participation Rates

Resident Alaskan recreational anglers numbered 120,000 
in 2006 compared to 197,000 non-resident anglers (62% 
of total anglers). The total number of anglers in 1997 was 
294,000; however this number dropped by 4% in 1998. 
The number of anglers between 1999 and 2002 remained 
below 1997 levels before starting an upward trend from 
2003 through 2005. 

There were 334,000 resident and non-resident anglers in 
2005, the highest number of total anglers during the time 
period. The highest number of non-resident anglers was 
also report in 2005 (207,000), while the highest number of 
resident anglers was reported in 1997 (137,000). 

Recreational Days Fished

The number of days fished per year by Alaskan anglers 
varied between 704,000 and 1.1 million from 1997 to 
2006. The largest annual decline occurred between 1997 
and 1998: days fished fell 14%. Between 1998 and 1999, 
there was a 31% increase in the number of days fished, the 
largest annual increase during the ten year period. 

Expenditures and Economic Impacts

In 2006, recreational anglers in Alaska spent a total of 
$499 million on fishing trip expenditures and purchases 
of durable equipment. Residents spent $48 million on total 
trip-related expenses while non-residents spent consider-
ably more: $210 million in 2006. Boat expenses ($80 mil-
lion) accounted for 33% of all durable equipment expendi-
tures in 2006. 
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Recreational angling contributed $380 million in sales 
from trip-related expenses. Party/charter boat trips ac-
counted for $246 million in total sales (65% of trip im-
pacts) to the region’s economy, while private boat trips 
accounted for $113 million (30% of trip impacts). Shore 
trips added $21 million (5% of trip impacts) to the North 
Pacific’s economy. 

In 2006, the majority of recreational fishing-related jobs 
were attributed to the party/charter boat industry: ap-
proximately 3,075 jobs. Durable equipment expenditures 
generated 1,925 jobs, $183 million in total sales, and $124 
million in value-added impacts across the region.

 Recreational Fishing Facts 
 
Angler participation 
- Non-resident anglers outnumbered resident anglers for 

all years by an average of 38% over the ten year 
period.  

- In 2002, resident anglers numbers declined to 
113,000, the lowest number recorded between 1997 
and 2006. 

 
Recreational days fished 
- Anglers fished a total of 941,000 days in 2006, an 

11% decline from the previous year. 
- Overall, the number of days fished increased 15% 

from 1997 to 2006.  
 
Economic impacts 
- Economic impacts from party/charter trips contributed 

more to the Alaskan economy than either private boat 
trips or shore trips.  

- When considering trip-related impacts, the 
party/charter trip category accounted for 65% of total 
sales and 65% of value-added impacts. 

 
Catch data for key species  
- In 2006, recreational anglers caught over 1 million 

salmon.  
- Razor clam is the only shellfish species listed among 

Alaska’s ten key recreational species. Recreational 
harvest of razor clams peaked in 2000 with 883,000 
clams harvested. 

 

 Recreational Catch and Release

Halibut was the number one species caught in the North 
Pacific region with 816,000 caught in 2006. Of this total, 
463,000 were harvested and 353,000 were released. Be-
tween 1997 and 2005, the highest number of halibut was 
harvested in 2005 with 500,000 fish harvested and the 
lowest harvest (333,000) was in 1999.

Coho salmon was the species with the second highest catch 
levels among the key species. In 2006, a total of 503,000 
fish were caught by anglers, with the majority of them har-
vested (395,000) rather than released (107,000). 

Sockeye salmon was the key species with the lowest catch 
rates for all years between 1997 and 2006. In 2006, there 

were 28,000 sockeye salmon caught: 21,000 fish were 
harvested and 7,000 were released. 

Marine Coastal Economy

Overall, Alaska’s 2005 establishment numbers, employee 
numbers, annual payroll, employee compensation, and 
gross domestic product by state all increased relative to 
1998 levels. The gross state product (70%) and annual 
payroll (42%) increased the most. The smallest percentage 
change was seen for the number of establishments (9%) 
and employees (18%) in the state. The Commercial Fishing 
Location Quotient was not available for 1998 or 2005. 

Seafood Sales and Processing

The number of non-employer firms engaged in seafood 
product preparation and packaging fluctuated over the 
time period, ranging from 34 firms in 2003 to 17 firms 
in 1998 and 2005. Receipts for this industry declined 7% 
(18% in real terms) during this time period. The number 
of employer establishments engaged in seafood product 
preparation and packaging also fluctuated, increasing from 
105 establishments in 2001 to 124 firms in 2005. From 
1999 to 2005, annual payroll for this industry increased 
from $201 million to $235 million, a 17% increase (in real 
terms, a 10% increase). 

The number of employer establishments engaged in 
seafood retail remained relatively stable. From 1998 to 
2005, annual payroll increased 24% nominally, 10% after 
adjusting for inflation. The number of employees, however, 
fell almost 60% during this time period. 

Employer establishments primarily engaged in seafood 
wholesale ranged from 99 establishments in 2002 to 71 
in 2001. Employee numbers also fluctuated but overall 
showed a downward trend, decreasing 26% from 1998 to 
2005. Nominally, annual payroll increased 14% during this 
time period; in real terms, annual payroll was flat. 

Transport, Support, and Marine Operations

The marine cargo handling industry had the most com-
plete information in this sector, showing relatively steady 
establishment numbers, varying employee numbers, and 
decreasing annual payroll over the time period. From 1998 
to 2005, the number of people employed by this sector 
increased 34%; payroll, however, declined 22% (31% in real 
terms).  

Overall, establishment numbers for most industries fluctu-
ated or decreased over the period. However, industries 
engaged in coastal freight transportation and port and 
harbor operations were exceptions to this, increasing 65% 
and 100%, respectively. In addition, the number of workers 
employed by the navigational services to shipping industry 
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increased 81% from 1999 to 2005; annual payroll for this 
industry increased 149% (135% in real terms) during this 
time period. 


