
















 
 
 
 
 

STATEMENT OF WORK 
 

Consulting Agreement Between the University of Miami and Dr. Robert Mohn 
 
 
 
 
General 
The highly migratory species (HMS) longline fishery interacts with sea turtle populations. 
Whether the impact of this interaction hinders the ability of sea turtle populations to achieve 
recovery, has not been determined.  To this end, the analyses evaluating the status of sea turtle 
stocks in the Western North Atlantic Ocean and estimates of mortality from the HMS longline 
fishery need to be reviewed independently.   
 
Separate status reports for the loggerhead and leatherback sea turtles have been developed based 
on current information on stock structure.  Estimates of catch and mortality for these sea turtle 
stocks have been developed and included in the status reports.  The impact of these mortality 
estimates has been evaluated.  If it is found that this mortality is affecting recovery trajectories 
and impeding recovery, reductions in mortality have to be developed and evaluated  to ensure 
recovery.  Recovery trajectories must be based on the existing criteria included in the current 
Recovery Plans for these stocks. 
 
The South East Region (SER) must develop mitigation plans and a biological opinion on the 
effects of these plans on sea turtle recovery. As the mitigation plan and Biological Opinion may 
recommend changes to the fishery, the consultant shall review the analyses supporting the 
Mitigation Plans and Biological Opinion to determine whether they represent the best available 
science/information. 
 
The consultant shall review the stock assessments for loggerhead and leatherback sea 
turtles, focusing on the following: 
 

1. Assumptions made defining stock structure including their correspondence with genetic 
information; 

 
2. Application of serious injury criteria; 

 
3. Estimation procedures for catch and mortality in the longline fishery; 

 
4. Conclusions on stock status and impacts of fishery relative to stock 

recovery.   
 



The consultant shall conclude, in a written report, whether the analyses represent the best 
available scientific information on which to proceed with fishery management. 
 
 
Specific 
 
The consultant's duties shall not exceed a maximum total of nine (9) days- several days for 
document review and several days to produce a written report of the findings.  The consultant 
may perform all review, analysis, and writing duties out of the consultant’s primary location, as 
no travel is required.   
 
The itemized tasks of the consultant include: 
 

1. Reading and reviewing the following documents provided to the consultant: 
 

a. Documentation for F/PR review of post hooking mortality 
b. Assessment of the impact of the pelagic longline fishery on logerhead and 

leatherback sea turtles on the north Atlantic 
c. Stock assessment of loggerhead sea turtle of the Western North Atlantic 
d. Stock assessment of leatherback sea turtle of the Western North Atlantic 
e. Revised estimates of bluefin tuna dead discards by the US. Atlantic pelagic 

bluefin tuna fleet 1992-19991 
 
2. Determining if the methods applied to estimate bycatch are appropriate given the 

available data. In this element, reviewers are expected to recommend improvements in 
methods for estimating the associated precision in estimates of bycatch. Reviewers are 
also expected to recommend improvements in data collection that could lead to more 
accurate and precise estimates of bycatch. 

 
 

3. No later than March 7, 2001, submitting a written report of findings, analysis, and 
conclusions.  The report should be addressed to the “UM Independent System for Peer 
Reviews, “ and sent to Dr. David Die, UM/RSMAS, 4600 Rickenbacker Causeway, 
Miami, FL  33149 (or via email to ddie@rsmas.miami.edu). 

   
  
 
 
Signed____________________________________    Date______________ 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
1 This document is provided because the method of bycatch estimation is a general method used not only for sea 
turtles but also for other bycatch like bluefin tunas.  The consultant is to comment on the method in general and on 
its application to sea turtles specifically. 



ANNEX I:  REPORT GENERATION AND PROCEDURAL ITEMS 
 

 
1. The report should be prefaced with an executive summary of findings and/or 

recommendations. 
 
2. The main body of the report should consist of a background, description of review 

activities, summary of findings, and conclusions/recommendations. 
 

3. The report should also include as separate appendices the bibliography of materials 
provided by the Center for Independent Experts and the center and a copy of the 
statement of work. 

 
4. All other material provided to the reviewer must be added to the bibliography that can be 

returned as an appendix to the final report.   
 

Please refer to the following website for additional information on report generation: 
http://www.rsmas.miami.edu/groups/cimas/Report_Standard_Format.html 
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