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FULL STORIES
NOAA Reviewing Comments on Angler Registry Proposed Rule
NOAA has received comments from about 500 individuals and organizations on the proposed rule to create a National Saltwater Angler Registry, a major NOAA initiative to promote and protect our oceans and to ensure their sustainability for generations to come. 


NOAA was pleased to get such a strong public response on this important initiative to help ensure the sustainability of our shared fisheries. Sound science and complete data, applied in partnership with concerned stakeholders, are the keys to effective marine stewardship. 

All of the comments can be read by going to www.regulations.gov and searching for 'Angler Registry.' On or about Nov. 1, 2008, after fully reviewing and evaluating the public comments, NOAA plans to publish the final rule on the angler registry in the Federal Register.  During the intervening period, NOAA will provide information and updates on its marine stewardship initiatives, and will continue its dialogue with all those who are interested. For the latest information, please visit www.countmyfish.NOAA.gov.

Work Group Updates
Groups of experts from both inside and outside of government have been convened to deal with distinct aspects of the Marine Recreational Information Program initiative.  For more information about their projects and progress, visit their individual pages under the “About Us” tab at www.CountMyFish.noaa.gov.
Design and Analysis

Several of the consultants had an opportunity to meet in conjunction with the Joint Statistical Meetings in Denver, CO.  The consultants discussed general issues related to MRIP, identified information needs to better support the program, and discussed potential overlap and opportunities to collaborate among projects.
For-Hire

This past month, the work group met with a team of consultants in Portland, OR.  Project team members provided an overview of the existing programs that collect recreational catch and effort data from the for-hire sector and answered consultant's questions about the programs.  The meeting was a major milestone in the effort to review and improve for-hire data collection programs.
MRIP to be Highlighted at Upcoming International Conferences

In September, the ICES Annual Science Conference will dedicate a session to “Small-scale and recreational fisheries surveys, assessment, and management.”    Several MRIP work group members will be presenting papers during the session to highlight the work being done to improve recreational fishing surveys.  For more information, visit www.ices.dk.

Two months later, the World Recreational Fishing Conference will also shine a light on the cooperative efforts of MRIP work group members to improve data collection and analysis.   The conference will be held at IGFA headquarters in Dania Beach, FL.  For more information, visit www.worldrecfish.org.

MRIP in the News
Saltwater Sportsman magazine ran an editorial in their July issue and an article in their September issue noting the importance of good data and the efforts to implement MRIP and the saltwater angler registry.

On August 23, the Asbury Park Press (NJ) profiled some angler’s opinions about the possibility of a saltwater fishing license in New Jersey. 
Pubic service announcements emphasizing the importance of data collection ran on Hawaii's leading cable fishing show "Let's Go Fishing" in August. 
MRIP ads was featured in the September issue of Pacific Coast Sportfishing magazine and Hawaii Boats and Yachts.
See an article about MRIP in the news?  Please share it with us by contacting Forbes Darby at forbes.darby@noaa.gov.

Recent and Upcoming Events

Highlighted events for mid-summer include the final regional listening session, an international scientific conference, and a series of public forums focused on the angler registry proposal.
August

Aug 5

Maryland Saltwater Sportsmen’s Assn Board Meeting, Pasadena, MD

Aug 7 

Mid-Atlantic Council Meeting, Philadelphia, PA

Aug 21

MILESTONE – PROPOSED RULE COMMENT PERIOD CLOSES

Aug 17-21
American Fisheries Society 138th Annual Meeting, Ottawa, Ontario

Aug 18-21
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Mtg, Alexandria, VA
September
Sept 7-12
Pacific Council Meeting, Boise, ID

Sept 7-12
Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies Annual Meeting, Saratoga, NY 
Sept 15-19
South Atlantic Council Meeting, Charleston, SC

Sept 22-26
ICES Annual Science Conference, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

Sept 29-Oct 6
North Pacific Council Meeting, Anchorage, AK

Click www.CountMyFish.noaa.gov for a complete schedule of upcoming briefings.  If you’re interested in inviting a representative of the initiative to provide a briefing to your organization, please contact Forbes Darby.
 

Newscast updates are e-mailed monthly to NOAA Fisheries, state natural resource agencies, marine fisheries commissions, fishery management councils and members of the sportfishing community with an interest in the initiative to improve saltwater recreational fishing information. For more information, contact Forbes Darby at forbes.darby@noaa.gov or by phone at (301) 713-9501.
