ECOSYSTEM APPROACHES TO MANAGEMENT OF LIVING MARINE RESOURCES

WORKSHOP TO IDENTIFY CRITERIA FOR THE 

DEFINITION OF SUB-ECOSYSTEM AREAS
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Location: SSMC2

Room  2358

Silver Spring, MD

Background

NOAA has statutory responsibility to manage ocean and Great Lake resources and the agency’s ecosystem goal is to “protect, restore and manage the use of coastal and ocean resources through an ecosystem approach to management”.
  Eight regional ecosystems have been defined for the United States: North Atlantic Shelf, South Atlantic Shelf, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean, Great Lakes, California Current, Alaska, and Pacific Islands.
  Identification of finer scale sub-areas hierarchically within each ecosystem are needed to provide higher resolution ecological bases for ecosystem sub-area assessments and for the implementation of regional ecosystem management approaches.  Although regional ecosystem management areas may reflect regional stakeholder and governance concerns as well as biological or oceanographic features, a biogeographic basis for sub-area definition will serve as a robust foundation to initiate the scientific component of ecosystem approaches to management of living marine resources.  This workshop will start the process of estimating the number of ecosystem sub-areas nationwide within the eight major marine ecosystems identified by the NOAA Ecosystem Goal. Work will be accomplished in three phases:  

Phase 1:  The first workshop will inventory and review previous work on the identification and definition of sub-ecosystems, and develop a draft list of general criteria for defining and describing sub-ecosystems.

Phase 2:  Participants will attempt to implement these criteria in the definition of sub-ecosystems in their respective regions over the following six months.

Phase 3:  A second workshop will re-assemble participants to present outcomes of their attempted implementations of criteria from the initial workshop, review successful,  unsuccessful and alternative approaches, and revise the initial criteria as appropriate. 

The results will be published in a NOAA report.
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