
        


      
    
    
    

  
  
    
    
    
              Unsupported Browser Detected
            
        Internet Explorer lacks support for the features of this website. For the best experience, please use a modern browser such as Chrome, Firefox, or Edge.

      

    

  





      
  
 
  

        





  
    
      
        
          
                          NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION | 
                          U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
                      

          
            
                              Facebook
                              Instagram
                              Twitter
                              YouTube
                              Mail | 
                          
          

          
                          
                SITE INDEX   
              

                          
                CONTACT US
              

                      

        

      

    

    
      
        
          


  
  
  


          


  
  
  


         

      


      
        
                      
              
                [image: NOAA Fisheries emblem]
              
              

            

                  


        
          
  
  Search NOAA Fisheries
  

      Search
  

        


        
          Menu
        
      

    

  


  
    
          
      
          	
              Find A Species
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Find a Species
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Dolphins & Porpoises
              
	
                Fish & Sharks
              
	
                Highly Migratory Species
              
	
                Invertebrates
              
	
                Sea Turtles
              
	
                Seals & Sea Lions
              
	
                Whales
              




                  	
     
Protected Species
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                All Threatened & Endangered Species
              
	
                Marine Mammals
              


                  	
     
Species By Region
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Alaska
              
	
                New England/Mid-Atlantic
              
	
                Pacific Islands
              
	
                Southeast
              
	
                West Coast
              


                  	
     
Helpful Resources
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Marine Life Viewing Guidelines
              
	
                Marine Life in Distress
              
	
                Report a Stranded or Injured Marine Animal
              
	
                Species in the Spotlight
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              Fishing & Seafood
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Sustainable Fisheries
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Bycatch
              
	
                Catch Shares
              
	
                Fishery Observers
              
	
                Illegal, Unregulated, Unreported Fishing
              
	
                Magnuson-Stevens Act
              
	
                Research Surveys
              
	
                Population Assessments
              




                  	
     
Resources for Fishing
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Commercial Fishing
              
	
                Recreational Fishing
              
	
                Subsistence Fishing
              
	
                Fishery Management Info
              
	
                Permits & Forms
              
	
                Rules & Regulations by Region
              


                  	
     
Sustainable Seafood
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Seafood Profiles
              
	
                Aquaculture
              
	
                Commerce & Trade
              
	
                Seafood Inspection
              


                  	
     
Related Topics
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Atlantic Highly Migratory Species 
              
	
                Offshore Wind Energy
              
	
                Cooperative Research
              
	
                Enforcement
              
	
                Financial Services
              
	
                International Affairs
              
	
                Science & Data
              
	
                Socioeconomics
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              Protecting Marine Life
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Endangered Species Conservation
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Listing Species Under ESA
              
	
                Critical Habitat
              
	
                Consultations
              
	
                Species Recovery
              
	
                Research Surveys
              
	
                Species in the Spotlight
              
	
                Endangered Species Act
              




                  	
     
Marine Mammal Protection
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Health & Stranding Response
              
	
                Marine Mammal Protection Act
              
	
                Research Surveys
              
	
                Population Assessments
              
	
                Take Reduction Plans
              


                  	
     
Marine Life in Distress
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Report a Stranded or Injured Marine Animal
              
	
                Bycatch
              
	
                Ocean Acoustics/Noise
              
	
                Unusual Mortality Events
              
	
                Vessel Strikes
              


                  	
     
Related Topics
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Marine Life Viewing Guidelines
              
	
                Enforcement
              
	
                Funding Opportunities
              
	
                International Cooperation
              
	
                Permits & Authorizations
              
	
                Regulations & Actions
              
	
                Offshore Wind Energy
              
	
                Science & Data
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              Environment
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Ecosystems
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                U.S. Regional Ecosystems 
              
	
                Management
              
	
                Science
              




                  	
     
Habitat Conservation
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Habitat Restoration
              
	
                Habitat Protection
              
	
                Types of Habitat
              
	
                Habitat by Region
              
	
                Science
              
	
                Consultations
              


                  	
     
Climate Change
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Understanding the Impacts
              
	
                Responding to Change
              
	
                Climate, Ecosystems & Fisheries Initiative
              
	
                Regional Activities
              
	
                Offshore Wind Energy
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              Regions
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Our Regions
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Alaska
              
	
                New England/ Mid-Atlantic
              
	
                Pacific Islands
              
	
                Southeast
              
	
                West Coast
              




                  	
     
Contact Us
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Regional Offices
              
	
                Science Centers
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              Resources & Services
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Rules & Regulations
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Fisheries Rules & Regs
              
	
                Fisheries Management Info
              
	
                Protected Resources Regs & Actions
              




                  	
     
Permits
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Fishing & Seafood
              
	
                Protected Resources
              
	
                International & Trade
              


                  	
     
Funding & Financial Services
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Funding Opportunities
              
	
                Financial Services
              
	
                Prescott Grants
              
	
                Saltonstall-Kennedy Grants
              
	
                Habitat Restoration Grants
              


                  	
     
Consultations
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Habitat
              
	
                Endangered Species
              
	
                Tribal
              


                  	
     
Science & Data
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Research
              
	
                Surveys
              
	
                Data
              
	
                Maps & GIS
              


                  	
     
Publications
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Published Research
              
	
                Key Reports
              
	
                Documents
              
	
                Publication Databases
              
	
                Outreach Materials
              


                  	
     
Laws & Policies
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Magnuson-Stevens Act
              
	
                Endangered Species Act
              
	
                Marine Mammal Protection Act
              
	
                Policies
              


                  	
     
Outreach & Education
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                For Educators
              
	
                For Students
              
	
                Educational Materials
              
	
                Outreach Materials
              
	
                Teacher at Sea
              
	
                Events
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              About Us
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
NOAA Fisheries
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Our Mission
              
	
                Who We Are
              
	
                Where We Work
              
	
                Our History
              




                  	
     
News & Media
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                News & Announcements
              
	
                Bulletins
              
	
                Multimedia
              
	
                Science Blogs
              
	
                Events
              
	
                Video Gallery
              
	
                Photo Gallery
              


                  	
     
Careers & More
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Career Paths
              
	
                Inflation Reduction Act Opportunities
              
	
                Internships
              
	
                Volunteering and Citizen Science
              
	
                Diversity & Inclusion
              


                  	
     
Contact Us
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                National Program Offices
              
	
                Regional Offices
              
	
                Science Centers
              


                  	
     
Our Partners
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Regional Fishery Management Councils
              
	
                Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee
              
	
                American Fisheries Advisory Committee
              
	
                Government Agencies
              
	
                Non-Government Organizations
              


                  	
     
Inflation Reduction Act
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Priority Investments
              
	
                Recent Updates
              
	
                Habitat Restoration
              
	
                North Atlantic Right Whales
              
	
                Pacific Salmon
              
	
                Red Snapper
              


        
      
  
            
          
  
    

  


  
      
  
  
    

  
  Search NOAA Fisheries
  

      Search
  


                
  	
          Find A Species
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Find A Species
          

            
            
Find a Species
                  
                              
	
            Dolphins & Porpoises
                      
	
            Fish & Sharks
                      
	
            Highly Migratory Species
                      
	
            Invertebrates
                      
	
            Sea Turtles
                      
	
            Seals & Sea Lions
                      
	
            Whales
                      


        
            
Protected Species
                   
                              	
            All Threatened & Endangered Species
                      
	
            Marine Mammals
                      


        
            
Species By Region
                   
                              	
            Alaska
                      
	
            New England/Mid-Atlantic
                      
	
            Pacific Islands
                      
	
            Southeast
                      
	
            West Coast
                      


        
            
Helpful Resources
                   
                              	
            Marine Life Viewing Guidelines
                      
	
            Marine Life in Distress
                      
	
            Report a Stranded or Injured Marine Animal
                      
	
            Species in the Spotlight
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          Fishing & Seafood
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Fishing & Seafood
          

            
            
Sustainable Fisheries
                  
                              
	
            Bycatch
                      
	
            Catch Shares
                      
	
            Fishery Observers
                      
	
            Illegal, Unregulated, Unreported Fishing
                      
	
            Magnuson-Stevens Act
                      
	
            Research Surveys
                      
	
            Population Assessments
                      


        
            
Resources for Fishing
                  
                              	
            Commercial Fishing
                      
	
            Recreational Fishing
                      
	
            Subsistence Fishing
                      
	
            Fishery Management Info
                      
	
            Permits & Forms
                      
	
            Rules & Regulations by Region
                      


        
            
Sustainable Seafood
                  
                              	
            Seafood Profiles
                      
	
            Aquaculture
                      
	
            Commerce & Trade
                      
	
            Seafood Inspection
                      


        
            
Related Topics
                   
                              	
            Atlantic Highly Migratory Species 
                      
	
            Offshore Wind Energy
                      
	
            Cooperative Research
                      
	
            Enforcement
                      
	
            Financial Services
                      
	
            International Affairs
                      
	
            Science & Data
                      
	
          Socioeconomics
            
      
              


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          Protecting Marine Life
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Protecting Marine Life
          

            
            
Endangered Species Conservation
                  
                              
	
            Listing Species Under ESA
                      
	
            Critical Habitat
                      
	
            Consultations
                      
	
            Species Recovery
                      
	
            Research Surveys
                      
	
            Species in the Spotlight
                      
	
            Endangered Species Act
                      


        
            
Marine Mammal Protection
                  
                              	
            Health & Stranding Response
                      
	
            Marine Mammal Protection Act
                      
	
            Research Surveys
                      
	
            Population Assessments
                      
	
            Take Reduction Plans
                      


        
            
Marine Life in Distress
                  
                              	
            Report a Stranded or Injured Marine Animal
                      
	
            Bycatch
                      
	
            Ocean Acoustics/Noise
                      
	
            Unusual Mortality Events
                      
	
            Vessel Strikes
                      


        
            
Related Topics
                   
                              	
            Marine Life Viewing Guidelines
                      
	
            Enforcement
                      
	
            Funding Opportunities
                      
	
            International Cooperation
                      
	
            Permits & Authorizations
                      
	
            Regulations & Actions
                      
	
            Offshore Wind Energy
                      
	
            Science & Data
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          Environment
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Environment
          

            
            
Ecosystems
                  
                              
	
            U.S. Regional Ecosystems 
                      
	
            Management
                      
	
            Science
                      


        
            
Habitat Conservation
                  
                              	
            Habitat Restoration
                      
	
            Habitat Protection
                      
	
            Types of Habitat
                      
	
            Habitat by Region
                      
	
            Science
                      
	
            Consultations
                      


        
            
Climate Change
                  
                              	
            Understanding the Impacts
                      
	
            Responding to Change
                      
	
            Climate, Ecosystems & Fisheries Initiative
                      
	
            Regional Activities
                      
	
            Offshore Wind Energy
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          Regions
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Regions
          

            
            
Our Regions
                  
                              
	
            Alaska
                      
	
            New England/ Mid-Atlantic
                      
	
            Pacific Islands
                      
	
            Southeast
                      
	
            West Coast
                      


        
            
Contact Us
                   
                              	
            Regional Offices
                      
	
            Science Centers
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          Resources & Services
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Resources & Services
          

            
            
Rules & Regulations
                   
                              
	
            Fisheries Rules & Regs
                      
	
            Fisheries Management Info
                      
	
            Protected Resources Regs & Actions
                      


        
            
Permits
                   
                              	
            Fishing & Seafood
                      
	
            Protected Resources
                      
	
            International & Trade
                      


        
            
Funding & Financial Services
                  
                              	
            Funding Opportunities
                      
	
            Financial Services
                      
	
            Prescott Grants
                      
	
            Saltonstall-Kennedy Grants
                      
	
            Habitat Restoration Grants
                      


        
            
Consultations
                  
                              	
            Habitat
                      
	
            Endangered Species
                      
	
            Tribal
                      


        
            
Science & Data
                  
                              	
            Research
                      
	
            Surveys
                      
	
            Data
                      
	
            Maps & GIS
                      


        
            
Publications
                  
                              	
            Published Research
                      
	
            Key Reports
                      
	
            Documents
                      
	
            Publication Databases
                      
	
            Outreach Materials
                      


        
            
Laws & Policies
                  
                              	
            Magnuson-Stevens Act
                      
	
            Endangered Species Act
                      
	
            Marine Mammal Protection Act
                      
	
            Policies
                      


        
            
Outreach & Education
                  
                              	
            For Educators
                      
	
            For Students
                      
	
            Educational Materials
                      
	
            Outreach Materials
                      
	
            Teacher at Sea
                      
	
            Events
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          About Us
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            About Us
          

            
            
NOAA Fisheries
                   
                              
	
            Our Mission
                      
	
            Who We Are
                      
	
            Where We Work
                      
	
            Our History
                      


        
            
News & Media
                   
                              	
            News & Announcements
                      
	
            Bulletins
                      
	
            Multimedia
                      
	
            Science Blogs
                      
	
            Events
                      
	
            Video Gallery
                      
	
            Photo Gallery
                      


        
            
Careers & More
                  
                              	
            Career Paths
                      
	
            Inflation Reduction Act Opportunities
                      
	
            Internships
                      
	
            Volunteering and Citizen Science
                      
	
            Diversity & Inclusion
                      


        
            
Contact Us
                  
                              	
            National Program Offices
                      
	
            Regional Offices
                      
	
            Science Centers
                      


        
            
Our Partners
                  
                              	
            Regional Fishery Management Councils
                      
	
            Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee
                      
	
            American Fisheries Advisory Committee
                      
	
            Government Agencies
                      
	
            Non-Government Organizations
                      


        
            
Inflation Reduction Act
                   
                              	
            Priority Investments
                      
	
            Recent Updates
                      
	
            Habitat Restoration
                      
	
            North Atlantic Right Whales
                      
	
            Pacific Salmon
                      
	
            Red Snapper
                      


        
  
        
      
            
      

          
  

  



  

  





    
    
    
  
    
    
    
    



                  





                      





                                                                                                            
  
    
  

  


      
                  
    
    
        
                                
                              
        
            
                  
    
    
        
                                
                              
        
            
                  
    
    
        
        
                    
        
            
                  
    
    
        
        
                    
        
            
                  
    
    
        
        
                    
        
      









        







  
        

  
    
      
        
          
                      Socioeconomics

          
          
                  

      

    

  



  
    
                        Overview
                                Commercial Fisheries Economics 
                                Recreational Fisheries Economics 
                                Ecosystems
                                Socio-Cultural Dimensions 
                  



 


  
    
      
                  
    
    
      
      
                                          
      

                                          
              
                                  Socioeconomics

                                                  
                  
                    

                    NOAA Fisheries conducts economics and socio-cultural research—socioeconomics—to preserve marine life and the communities that depend on marine resources.

                  

                  
            We conduct economic and socio-cultural research to ensure that—in pursuit of our mission to preserve marine life—we consider all of the communities that depend on those resources. This can include fishermen, indigenous communities, whale watching operators, and other members of coastal communities that interact with marine resources in different ways.


By studying both the social and economic aspects of communities, we can manage fisheries and protected species in a way that works best for everyone. Economic and socio-cultural analyses helps managers evaluate the benefits and costs of different activities, prioritize needs, and encourage policies that maximize societal benefits from ocean and coastal resources.
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Women's History Month: Talking with Angela Silva
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      An Alaska Native woman uses a traditional ulu knife to cut strips of salmon to hang in the smokehouse at a fishing camp along the Kuskokwim River. Credit: NOAA Fisheries
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Biden-Harris Administration Announces $1 Million to Support Climate Resilience In Remote Alaska Communities As Part of Investing In America Agenda
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      Project partners, Benton Harbor city officials, and residents celebrate the Ox Creek restoration efforts (Photo: Zaire Williams/Benton Spirit News)
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Ox Creek Restoration Key to Environmental Justice in Benton Harbor, Michigan
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      The Ecosystem and Socioeconomic Profile completes the ecosystem-based fisheries management feedback loop by integrating ecosystem and socioeconomic information into fisheries advice for decision makers. Credit: NOAA Fisheries.
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                  Commercial Fisheries 
We conduct research to evaluate the benefits and costs of alternative management actions for commercial fisheries, prioritize management needs, and design policies that sustainably maximize societal benefits from ocean and coastal resources.  


Learn more about commercial fisheries


              

          
                  Recreational Fisheries 
We collect economic data, develops economic models, and conducts analyses to maximize benefits to the nation while ensuring the long-term sustainability of all living marine resources.


Learn more about recreational fisheries


              

      


  
  


                                          

                                                            

    
          
                  Ecosystems 
Resource managers consider the entire ecosystem, including humans and the natural elements, when making management decisions. By analyzing the economic and human dimensions of the marine ecosystem, resource managers are able to make informed decisions.


Learn more about ecosystems


              

          
                  Socio-cultural Dimensions
We conduct research to better understand the impacts of management decisions on our nation’s vital fishing communities. Each region creates fishing community profiles, which contain social and economic data. Social indicators are used to help assess community resilience and vulnerability.


Learn more about socio-cultural dimensions 
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      Students investigate a spider conch in Fouha Bay, Guam as part of a monitoring event with the Guam Community Coral Reef Monitoring Program. Credit: NOAA Fisheries. 
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A New Strategy for Equity and Environmental Justice at NOAA Fisheries
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                             Commercial Fisheries Economics 

             
                              

                                        
            We conduct a wide range of commercial fisheries economic analyses and related activities. This allows us to assess both the magnitude of fisheries management decisions, as well as the costs and benefits. This research supports our goal of maximizing benefits to the nation, while ensuring the long-term sustainability of all living marine resources.


Our major areas of focus include:


	
	Costs and earnings of commercial fishing businesses


		
		Cost data collections.

		
	
		Cost and earning reports.

		


	
	Economic performance of fisheries

	
	
	Regional economic impacts.

	
	
	Spatial choice behavior.

	
	
	Market dynamics and consumer preferences.

	
	
	Capacity and technical efficiency measurement.

	
	
	Allocation of resources among user groups.

	

Fisheries Economics of the United States


The Fisheries Economics of the United States report is an annual report that summarizes economic information during a ten-year period related to commercial fishing activities and fishing-related industries in the United States. This includes information on commercial fisheries landings, revenue, and price trends. The value of U.S. commercial fisheries landings remains strong and has a broad positive impact on the U.S. economy.


Learn more about Fisheries Economics of the United States


Seafood Processor Surveys


We conduct an annual survey of all seafood processors that operate in the United States. This is the only comprehensive survey of the U.S. seafood processing industry and is the source of all regional and national statistics describing this portion of the industry. The data from this survey is also used to calculate U.S. seafood consumption and the value of fish and fish products derived from commercial fishing. The survey also assesses the impacts of changes in fishery management plans and the impacts of natural disasters. Industry trade organizations and members of the industrial and financial communities use the data to make business decisions affecting the fishing and seafood industries.


Learn more about seafood processor surveys


      
                  
                                                                        
                    Commercial Fisheries Economics

                    Commercial fisheries economic analyses (market data, costs, earnings, performance, etc.) allow us to assess the impacts of fisheries management decisions.

                  



                


                  
                                                          

            
                                        

          

        

      
          
                                          
      

                                      
            
                             Recreational Fisheries Economics 

             
                              

                                        
            To interpret the economic impacts of recreational fisheries and estimate the benefits of those fisheries, we collect economic data, develop economic models, and conduct analyses. This research also helps us understand and predict the behavior of those that participate in recreational fisheries and the possible effects different management actions might have on recreational fisheries.


Fisheries Economics of the United States


The Fisheries Economics of the United States report is an annual report that summarizes economic information over a ten-year period related to recreational fishing activities and fishing-related industries in the United States. This includes information on fishing trips, participation rates, and expenditures for the recreational sector.


Learn more about Fisheries Economics of the United States


Marine Angler Surveys


We conduct periodic nationwide surveys of marine anglers. Survey results assess how marine recreational fishing contributes to the economies of coastal communities and the nation.


Learn more about marine angler surveys


      
                  
                                                                        
                    Recreational Fisheries Economics

                    We study recreational fisheries economics data, develop models, and conduct analyses to estimate possible effects on the economy, fishing industries, and beyond.

                  



                


                  
                                                          

            
                                        

          

        

      
          
                                          
      

                                      
            
                             Ecosystems

             
                              

                                        
            Resource managers consider the entire ecosystem, including humans and natural elements, when making management decisions. By analyzing critical fishery management issues like the economic performance of catch share programs, marine spatial management options, and protected species bycatch reduction strategies, we are able to provide resource managers with additional information to make informed decisions when managing marine ecosystems, thus, helping to ensure the sustainability of marine resources.


Protected Species


Our protected species economic research includes protected species valuation studies, cost benefit analyses, and cost effectiveness analyses. Regulatory actions are required to have cost benefit analyses, and this research contributes to legislative and administrative mandates.


We are currently focused on conducting protected species valuation studies. These studies allow us to assess the national benefits derived from threatened and endangered marine species, including fish, sea turtles, marine mammals, and sea birds. Economic values for protected species can be used to assess the benefits obtained from conservation and recovery efforts and provide a useful benchmark for valuing protected species research and recovery efforts. We have published values for eight different marine species using a multi-species valuation framework and are currently estimating values for an additional eight species.


Learn more about protected species economics research


Habitat


Habitat economics assess the benefits and costs of habitat recovery and restoration programs and measures the effects of habitat loss and degradation. Habitat economics also helps develop inventories of the values of a particular type of habitat, including the scope and scale of the benefits provided by a habitat.


This information enables us to evaluate the costs and benefits as well as the cost effectiveness of future management options that may be considered for the purposes of protecting or restoring essential fish habitat.


Learn more about habitat conservation


Marine Protected Area Economics Research


Marine protected areas conserve, manage, and protect a range of marine habitats in the United States and come in a variety of forms, including marine sanctuaries, estuarine research reserves, ocean parks, and marine wildlife refuges. They vary widely in purpose, legal authorities, agencies, management approaches, level of protection, and restrictions on human uses. We manage 87 percent of marine protected areas in U.S. waters, a total of 177.


To make the best possible management decisions, we assess societal preferences for site locations and allowable uses and conduct integrated and predictive modeling of fishermen’s spatial choice behavior. Our economics program contributes to marine spatial decisions by predicting the values and trade-offs associated with fishery management options that restrict allowable uses in designated areas. Coastal and marine spatial planning addresses various ocean management challenges while considering economic development and conservation.


These studies provide managers with:


	
	Information on the benefits derived from current use patterns.

	
	
	A clear understanding of how users will respond to changes in use patterns.

	
	
	The benefits and trade-offs from changing allowable uses within an area.

	

Learn more about marine protected areas economics research


      
                  
                                                                        
                    Economics of Marine Species Protection and Habitat Conservation

                    We study the costs, benefits, and societal preferences of our work to protect marine life and conserve habitats. 

                  



                


                  
                                                          

            
                                        

          

        

      
          
                                          
      

                                      
            
                             Socio-Cultural Dimensions 

             
                              

                                        
            We conduct research to better understand the impacts of management decisions on our nation’s vital fishing communities. Each region creates fishing community profiles, which contain social and economic data. Social indicators are used to help assess community resilience and vulnerability.


Community Profiles


We are involved in a nationwide effort to profile fishing communities for the purpose of expanding our baseline knowledge of people who might be affected by changes in fishery regulations. Various federal statutes require agencies to examine the social and economic impacts of policies and regulations at the community level.


We initiated a national effort to create and maintain a series of regional fishing community profiles. The community profile series portrays past and current engagement in fisheries and also contains basic information on the social and economic characteristics of these communities. These reports allow us to provide assessments of communities engaged in or dependent upon fishing for management actions.


Learn more about fishing community profiles


Social Indicators


Social indicators are numerical measures that describe the well-being of individuals or communities. Indicators are comprised of one variable or several components combined into an index. They are used to describe and evaluate community well-being in terms of social, economic, and psychological welfare.


Learn more about social indicators


Voices Oral History Archives


Oral history interviews are a powerful way to document the human experience of our marine, coastal, and Great Lakes environments and our living marine resources. Visit our Voices from Fisheries database and listen to fascinating interviews from people who are part of the commercial, recreational, and subsistence fishing industries in the United States and its territories.


Learn more about Voices Oral History Archives
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