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Concept
A number of management actions have been taken to support the rebuilding of overfished rockfish stocks on the west coast, including time and
area closures, fishing gear modifications, minimum stock size thresholds, and catch and size limits. Understanding the association between
habitat and rockfish distribution and abundance is integral to meaningful stock and habitat assessments in support of these management
actions.

The SWFSC Habitat Ecology Team has been developing predictive models and regional maps of the abundance of various species of Pacific
rockfishes based on visual survey observations of fish numbers, sizes, and associated habitat variables (depth; substrate types; indices of
seafloor complexity; predicted bottom temperature; indices of productivity).
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Example 2: Estimating Unfished Potential of Cowcod Abundance off Central and Southern California
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