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Objectives: 
 
1. To develop a “smart phone” application that 

functions as an electronic logbook 
 

2. Pilot and evaluate the acceptance and 
efficacy of this technology by vessel 
owners/captains 
 

3. Test the applicability of the “app” to collect 
socio-economic data from participants in the 
fishery 
 

*GET COLLECTING THE DATA THAT WE NEED TO  
MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS 

 



• 2011 red snapper recreational season – 16 captains 
• Strong participation and captain buy-in 
• TX – FL with Range of fishing types: 

• Reef/bottom fishers, Headboats, Bluewater 
billfishers 

Participation: 
 

# Vessels Total Trips # Trips w/ Red 
Snapper 

TX 11 192 147 
FL 3 97 90 
AL 1 27 25 
LA 1 11 9 

Total 16 327 271 



App placed on 
iPad or iPhone 



Initiates Stop/Catch data 

Trip screen 



Stop and catch screen 





Red Snapper
61%

(10,915)
Vermilion Snapper

18%
(3,301)

King Mackerel 
(Kingfish)

5%
(951)

Red Porgy
(Pink Porgy)

2%
(397)

Gray Snapper 
(Mangrove)

2%
(308)

*Other Fish
12%

(2,054)

Reported Catch (# fish)



Harvested
62%

(6,714)

Discarded alive
33%

(3,632)

Discarded dead
5%

(569)

Red Snapper Catch (# of fish) 



Socio-economic 
survey 







64 anglers agreed to the 
participate in the anonymous 
survey. 33% potential response 
rate.* 

 
This pilot was about how the 
captains and anglers would 
receive the survey. 
 

• 83% of the respondents 
were male; 17% female. 

• Average length of the trip 
to the coast was 3.8 days. 

• On average these anglers 
spent 2.5 days offshore. 



iSnapper 2014 
• Latest version – Target private recreational 

fishermen 
– Supplement MRIP data collection 
– Socioeconomic survey 
 

• Two data collection methods: 
1. Panel of anglers 

• Panel of randomly selected anglers 
that are required to report catch 
after every trip 

2. Voluntary anglers across Texas and 
the Gulf of Mexico 

• Open access to all other anglers 
to voluntarily report catch 

 



Design and Validation 

Working with Texas Parks and Wildlife to identify 
panel participants in each port. 



Features 
• iSnapper also designed as a personal 

logbook 
– Take photos of fish 
– Save fishing locations 
– Record bait type, hook size, etc. 

 



Additional Questions for 
iSnapper 2014 - 2015 
Private Recreational Anglers: 

• Fuel costs 
• ? 

 
For Hire (not focus of this study but…) 

• Fee 
• ? 
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